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SUBJECT: SOVIET NOTE PROTESTING BOMBING INCIDENT ON 
SOVIET VESSEL 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF SOVIET NOTE DATED SEPTEMBER 16 
PROTESTING BOMBING INCIDENT INVOLVING MERCHANT VESSEL, 
'IVAN SHEPETKOV". ACTION ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO 
PROVIDE DEPARTMENT WITH COMMENT WHICH WILL AID IN DRAFTING 
REPLY TO SOVIET NOTE. 

2. BEGIN TEXT. THE EMBASSY OF THE UNION OF SOVIET 
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
CONSIDERS IT NECESSARY TO INFORM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE OF THE FOLLOWING. 

ON SEPTEMBER 16 OF THIS YEAR, WHILE THE SOVIET MERCHANT 
SHIP "IVAN SHEPETKOV" WAS MOORED AT THE PORT OF ELIZABETH 
(NEW JERSEY) AN EXPLOSION CAUSED BY HOSTILE ELEMENTS 
OCCURRED ALONGSIDE THE SHIP, AS A RESULT OF WHICH THERE 
WAS MATERIAL DAMAGE TO THE VESSEL. 
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THE EMBASSY DRAWS THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE'S ATTENTION TO 
THE FACT THAT ONE HOUR BEFORE THE EXPLOSION OCCURRED, 
OFFICIALS OF THE "IVAN SHEPETKOV" INFORMED THE PORT 
AUTHORITIES OF THE APPEARANCE OF A SUSPICIOUS PERSON IN 
THE WATER ALONGSIDE THE SHIP. HOWEVER, APPROPRIATE 
MEASURES WERE NOT TAKEN BY THE COAST GUARD AND THE PORT 
POLICE FOR THE PREVENTION OF THE EXPLOSION AND THE 
DETENTION OF THE CRIMINAL WHO WAS NEAR THE SHIP, WHICH 
ALLOWED HIM TO CARRY OUT THE INDICATED TERRORIST ACT WITH 
RESPECT TO THE SOVIET VESSEL, "IVAN SHEPETKOV". 

IN CONNECTION WITH THE AFOREMENTIONED, THE EMBASSY OF THE 
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS REGISTERS A PROTEST 
WITH THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, DEMANDS A THOROUGH 
INVESTIGATION OF THIS OFFENSE AND THE PUNISHMENT OF THE 
GUILTY PARTIES AND ALSO CALLS FOR THE ADOPTION OF ALL 
MEASURES NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF SOVIET VESSELS 
IN U.S. PORTS AND TO PREVENT THE REPETITION OF SIMILAR 
INCIDENTS. END TEXT. ROBINSON 
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